
 
 
 
 
 

EISAI ANNOUNCES LAUNCH OF NEW DRY SYRUP FORMULATION OF 

ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE TREATMENT ARICEPT® IN JAPAN  

 

 

Eisai Co., Ltd. (Headquarters: Tokyo, President & CEO: Haruo Naito, “Eisai”) announced today that it will 

launch Aricept® Dry Syrup 1%, a new formulation of Alzheimer’s disease treatment Aricept (donepezil 

hydrochloride), in Japan on June 26. The formulation is the first dry syrup to have been approved for the 

treatment of Alzheimer’s disease; it received Japan manufacturing and marketing authorization on 

February 15, 2013, and was placed on the country’s National Health Insurance (NHI) drug price list on 

June 21, 2013.  
 

Aricept Dry Syrup 1% is a suspension formulation that allows the dosage to be adjusted within the range 

of approved dosage amounts at the time of administration according to individual patient needs. The dry 

syrup formulation contains a sweetening agent and is expected to not only improve drug compliance 

among patients who dislike or find it difficult to administer existing formulations, but to also reduce the 

burden on caregivers who assist patients in administering the drug. Furthermore, the dry syrup can also 

be taken with water in the same way as the existing fine granules formulation but is only half as bulky, 

making it easier to administer for patients who find the existing formulation too difficult to swallow.  

 

Aricept is indicated in Japan for the treatment of mild to severe Alzheimer’s disease and is provided in a 

wide range of formulations such as tablets, orally disintegrating tablets, fine granules and an oral jelly 

formulation to meet the various needs of patients and caregivers. The dry syrup formulation provides a 

new option for patients with dysphagia or other difficulties in administering the drug.  

 

Eisai will continue to leverage the vast experience it has accumulated over the years through the 

development and marketing of Aricept as it seeks to make further contributions to improve the quality of 

life of patients with Alzheimer’s disease, their families and caregivers.  
 
 
 

 [Please refer to the following notes for a product outline and product photograph.]  
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[Notes to editors]  

 

1. Product Outline  

 1) Product Name  

 Aricept® Dry Syrup 1%  

 2) Generic Name  

Donepezil hydrochloride  

 3) Indications and Usage   

Suppression of progression of demential symptoms in dementia of the Alzheimer’s type  

 4) Dosage and Administration  

The usual initial adult dose for oral use is 3 mg of donepezil hydrochloride (0.3 g of dry syrup) once daily. After 1 

to 2 weeks, the dose is increased to 5 mg (0.5 g). The dosage for patients with severe dementia of the 

Alzheimer’s type is increased to 10 mg of donepezil hydrochloride (1.0 g of dry syrup) after dosing at 5 mg (0.5 g) 

for 4 or more weeks. The dose should be reduced appropriately according to patients’ symptoms.  

 5) Listed Price  

Aricept Dry Syrup 1%: 636.00 yen per 1 g  

 6) Packaging  

Boxes of 8.4 g (0.3 g packet x 2 x 14), 28 g (0.5 g packet x 2 x 28), 70 g (0.5 g packet x 2 x 70) and 56 g (1 g 

packet x 2 x 28), bottles of 100 g  

 

[Product Photograph] 

 

 

 

 


